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August 19 Chestnut Hill concert  features 
violinist Ida Levin, cellist Ronald Thomas, 
and pianist Mihae Lee 

Classic program of Mozart, Strauss, and Schubert 

Follow this link to our press resources
August 1, 2011 | For Immediate Release

In its forty-second year of presenting world-class chamber music on the Connecticut Shoreline, Chestnut Hill Concerts will present its third concert of the 2011 season on Friday, August 19 at 8:00 p.m. at the Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center (“The Kate”), 300 Main Street, in Old Saybrook. The evening’s performers will be violinist Ida Levin, cellist and Chestnut Hills artistic director Ronald Thomas, and pianist Mihae Lee. 

The program begins with Ida Levin and Mihae Lee performing Mozart’s Violin Sonata in F major, K. 376. Before intermission, Ronald Thomas will join Ms. Lee in Richard Strauss’s Cello Sonata in F major. The concert concludes with a favorite of the chamber music literature, Franz Schubert’s Piano Trio in B-flat major, Op. 99.

Single tickets are $30 for orchestra seats and $25 for the balcony. Children and teens are admitted free of charge when accompanied by an adult. To purchase tickets, contact the Kate box office at 877-503-1286 (locally 860-510-0473), or visit www.thekate.org. The final concert in the 2011 season of Chestnut Hill Concerts is on August 26. 
The concert on August 19 is sponsored by Essex Savings Bank. The Kids and Teens Come Free! program is sponsored by Judith Fisher. The Media sponsor is WSHU Public Radio. Chestnut Hill Concerts is supported by a generous grant from the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.

For further information about the programs and artists, visit the Chestnut Hill Concert web site, www.chestnuthillconcerts.org. 

About the performers

Ida Levin, violin, has performed at Carnegie Hall as soloist with the American Symphony Orchestra and the New York String Orchestra and with the orchestras of  St. Louis, Utah, Toulouse, Kammerphilharmonie Berlin, the Prague Symphony and the Edinburgh Chamber Orchestra, among others. As a recitalist, she has appeared at the 92nd Street Y, the Kennedy Center, London's Wigmore Hall and throughout the United States, Italy, France, the Netherlands, Mexico and numerous other countries. Ms. Levin is a senior artist at the Marlboro Festival and the Open Chamber Music in Cornwall, England, and appears regularly at festivals from Santa Fe and Montreal to Cremona (Italy), West Cork (Ireland), and Mondsee (Austria).  She is a member of the Boston Chamber Music Society, the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society Players and a frequent guest with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and Houston Da Camera. Ms. Levin's world premiere recording of Leon Kirchner's Duo for Violin and Piano with Jeremy Denk was recently released on Bridge Records. Additionally, she has recorded for Philips, EMI, Dynamic, Music Masters, Nonesuch, BCMS and Stereophile. Ms. Levin began her violin studies at age three in her native Santa Monica, California, and made her professional debut with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at age ten. The recipient of both the Leventritt Award and an Avery Fisher Career Grant, she was invited by Rudolf Serkin to appear with him in a joint recital for President and Mrs. Reagan, broadcast by PBS as "In Performance at the White House". She has given master classes worldwide and has been on the faculties of Harvard University, UCLA, the European Mozart Academy and the Sandor Vegh Academy in Prague.

Ronald Thomas, cello, has been Artistic Director of Chestnut Hill Concerts since 1989. He sustains one of the most active and varied careers in today’s music world as performer, teacher and artistic administrator. His solo appearances include performing with the Philadelphia Orchestra, the St. Louis, Baltimore and Seattle Symphony Orchestras, the Hong Kong Philharmonic, the Handel and Haydn Society and Pro Arte Chamber Orchestras of Boston and the Blossom Festival Orchestra, among many others. Mr. Thomas has played recitals in virtually every state in the United States as well as New York City, Washington, D.C., Boston and Los Angeles, and numerous concerts in Europe and Asia. In great demand as a chamber music collaborator, Mr. Thomas is also co-founder and artistic director emeritus of the Boston Chamber Music Society with which he appears regularly and which has produced a number of highly acclaimed recordings. He has also appeared with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center both at Alice Tully Hall and on tour. Other chamber music appearances include the Seattle, Bravo! Colorado and Portland Chamber Music Festivals, and the Spoleto, Blossom and Yale at Norfolk Festivals, as well as the festivals of Dubrovnik, Edinburgh and Amsterdam. Mr. Thomas was a member of the Players in Residence committee and the Board of Overseers at Bargemusic in New York. While he was member of the Boston Musica Viva and the Aeolian Chamber Players he premiered countless new works, including compositions by Gunther Schuller, Michael Colgrass, Ellen Zwillich, Donald Erb, William Bolcom and William Thomas McKinley. Mr. Thomas is the principal cellist with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra in St. Paul, Minnesota. Before winning the Young Concert Artists auditions at 19, Mr. Thomas attended the New England Conservatory and the Curtis Institute. His principal teachers were Lorne Munroe, David Soyer and Mary Canberg.
Praised by Boston Globe as “simply dazzling,” Korean-born pianist Mihae Lee has been captivating audiences throughout North America, Europe, and Asia in solo recitals and chamber music concerts with her poetic lyricism and scintillating virtuosity. She has performed in such venues as Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, Jordan Hall, Berlin Philharmonie, Academia Nationale de Santa Cecilia in Rome, Warsaw National Philharmonic Hall, and Taipei National Hall. An active chamber musician, Ms. Lee is an artist member of the Boston Chamber Music Society and is a founding member of the Triton Horn Trio with violinist Ani Kavafian and hornist William Purvis. She has appeared frequently at numerous international chamber music festivals including Dubrovnik, Amsterdam, Groningen, Great Woods, Seattle, OK Mozart, Mainly Mozart, Music from Angel Fire, Chamber Music Northwest, Mostly Music, Rockport, Sebago-Long Lake, Bard, Norfolk, Music Mountain, and Chestnut Hill Concerts. She has been a guest artist with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Bargemusic, and Speculum Musicae; has collaborated with the Muir, Cassatt, and Manhattan string quartets; and has premiered and recorded works by such composers as Gunther Schuller, Ned Rorem, Paul Lansky, Henri Lazarof, Michael Daugherty, and Ezra Laderman. A first-prize winner of the Kosciuszko Foundation Chopin Competition, Ms. Lee received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from The Juilliard School and her artist diploma from the New England Conservatory, studying with Martin Canin and Russell Sherman. She is the Artistic Director of the Essex Winter Series in Connecticut and has released compact discs on the Bridge, Etcetera, EDI, Northeastern, and BCM labels.

About Chestnut Hill Concerts

Chestnut Hill Concerts was founded in 1969 by Dr. Elsa Redlich in Killingworth, Connecticut. The concerts evolved from informal performances that were associated with Dr. Redlich’s summer program, the Chestnut Hill Creative Arts Center for Children. Many of the performers, who also served as faculty at the camp, were drawn from the Yale School of Music. From the beginning, the concerts sought to involve young people in experiencing fine classical music. That goal has persisted throughout Chestnut Hill’s history. 
The present Artistic Director, Ronald Thomas, has led the series since 1989. He has brought musicians and programs of both musical excellence and broad appeal. As Artistic Director and co-founder of the Boston Chamber Music Society he has succeeded in enhancing Chestnut Hill’s growth, support and acclaim. 

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS

Friday, August19, 2011 at 8:00 pm

The Katharine Hepburn Cultural Arts Center, 300 Main St., Old Saybrook.

Chestnut Hill Concerts 

Ronald Thomas, Artistic Director

Music by Mozart, Strauss, and Schubert. Violinist Ida Levin, cellist Ronald Thomas, and pianist Mihae Lee.

Tickets: $30 and $25; Children and teenagers admitted free when accompanied by an adult. Box office: 877-503-1286, www.thekate.org.  Information: www.chestnuthillconcerts.org
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